
 The Mayor & Board of Trustees recently 
approved a brand new commercial film permit 
structure for the Village of Woodridge.  This 
film permit means that Woodridge is now open 
for business for films, TV shows, documenta-
ries, and more!  The permit allows for these 
exciting projects to take place in the Village of 
Woodridge in a way that will prevent disrup-
tion for our residents and businesses.  It might 
not be long before you see your hometown in 
a starring role on the big screen!

 We all know Illinois has two seasons: winter 
and construction.  Have you recently seen some 
activity on a site and wanted to know what was 
going on?  Are you wondering what the next big 
businesses to move to our Village will be?  The 
Community Development Department main-
tains an ongoing list of all development projects.  
It’s an easy way to find out what is going where 
and what’s up for consideration by the Plan 
Commission or Village Board.  View it now at 
www.woodridgeil.gov/DevelopmentMap.
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Holiday Lights 
Recycling 11/22/21 
through 3/25/22
 Have your Christmas lights lost their 
twinkle?  If so, then recycle them!  Now 
through March 25, 2022, recycle your 
holiday lights, extension, phone, and 
computer cords at receptacles at the 
Woodridge Village Hall (5 Plaza Drive) 
or Public Works building (1 Plaza Drive).  
The Village is teaming up with Elgin 
Recycling to offer this free service to 
residents.  Mini-lights, C7 or C9 lights, 
rope or LED lights, extension, phone,  
or computer cords are all eligible for  
recycling, and Elgin Recycling accepts all 
light colors and lengths.  For more  
information about Elgin Recycling,  
please visit their website at https://www.
elginrecycling.com

Commercial Film Permits –  
Now Available!

Christmas Tree 
Recycling in January 
 The popular Christmas Tree Recycling 
Program returns during the first two 
scheduled garbage pick-up days in January. 
Groot Inc. will take live Christmas trees 
up to 6 feet tall at the curb for free – 
no sticker is required.  The trees must 
be free of ornaments, lights, and other 
decorations.  Please note that wreaths 
and evergreen garland are excluded from 
the Christmas Tree Recycling Program.  January 1, 2022, marks the beginning of a new fiscal year!  The FY 2022 Budget totals 

$76M and reflects the Village’s investment in infrastructure projects and tornado re-
forestation efforts.  FY 2022 capital projects include the new Police and Public Works 
facility, road-resurfacing projects, and water and sewer infrastructure improvements.  
A copy of the FY 2022 Budget, along with the easy-to-read Budget-in Brief, is available 
at https://www.woodridgeil.gov/my_government/finance.

FY 2022 Village of Woodridge Budget 



disruptions!  Many excellent retailers, res-
taurants, service providers, and specialty 
stores call Woodridge home, including 
family-owned businesses, national retailers, 
and entrepreneurial enterprises.
 Consider that every purchase at  
Woodridge businesses supports jobs in 
our community and funds services such 
as public safety and infrastructure improve-
ments.  In addition, the Woodridge busi-
ness community helps to create character 
for our Village and increase property values. 
The locations where we eat, shop, and play 
help make the Woodridge community feel 
like our home. 

Community Recognition Award 
 The Community Recognition Award is 
a long-standing tradition in which com-
munity members recognize individuals, 
businesses, and organizations for their 
dedication, hard work, and outstanding 
service.  Due to the ongoing pandemic, 
the Community Recognition Award is not 
a dinner this year.  Instead, the Village ac-
cepted stories, photos, and videos online. 
Please visit the Community Recognition 
Award page on the Woodridge website 
(www.woodridgeil.gov) to see the inspiring 
community members helping our neigh-
bors.  We are so fortunate to have such 
an amazing group of neighbors doing good 
works in our neighborhoods!
 The holiday season is a perfect opportu-
nity to help others.  We all have an essen-
tial role in spreading kindness, supporting 
our local businesses, and recognizing our 
extraordinary neighbors!

Thank you kindly and my best regards, 
Gina Cunningham, Mayor
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Dear Neighbor, 

This holiday season 
fills me with a warm-
ing sense of gratitude, 
appreciation, and hope.
   The challenges of 
2021 – notably the 
tornado that affected 
so many of our neigh-

bors and the ongoing pandemic – continue 
to test our resiliency.  Nevertheless, we 
are Woodridge Strong!  Tough times are an 
opportunity to overcome.  With kindness 
and compassion, our neighbors support 
each other through some difficult cir-
cumstances.  I asked this question in the 
November 2020 issue of the Water Bill 
Brief newsletter: “what can we all do to 
help our community thrive in the face of 
adversity?”  That question is still relevant – 
now more than ever.  So, we can help our 
community thrive right now by spreading 
kindness, buying local, and celebrating the 
positive contributions of our neighbors. 

Spread Kindness - Support Local  
Non-Profits  
 It is crucial that we donate to and vol-
unteer for our outstanding local service 
agencies and non-profits.  I encourage you 
once again to rally behind local organiza-
tions or social service agencies making a 
difference in our community. 
 A few key local organizations to con-
sider supporting include:

• West Suburban Community Pantry

• The Woodridge Rotary 

• Woodridge Neighbors Helping  
Neighbors (NHN) Disaster Recovery

• Janes Avenue Neighborhood  
Outreach (JANO)

• Woodridge VFW Post 1578,  
and the Kiwanis Club of  
Woodridge

 Whether through monetary  
donations or volunteering, we  
can create a domino effect of  
generosity when we give.

Shop and Buy Local/Eat Local  
 Remember to shop and eat local 
when you start your holiday shop-
ping – and it is a good idea to start 
early due to national supply chain 

From the Desk of Mayor Gina Cunningham

DECEMBER 24 & 27  
Village Offices Closed

DECEMBER 31  
Village Offices Closed

JANUARY  3 – 13  
Christmas Tree Recycling

MARCH 13  
Daylight Savings Time Begins

 DATES TO NOTE

Visit the Events link at www.woodridgeil.gov  
for details on these events and more.

Officer Calero and trick-or-treaters gather on a 
picturesque tree-lined Woodridge street during 
Halloween.

Are You Recycling 
the Right Way? 
 School and Community Assistance for 
Recycling and Composting Education 
(SCARCE) is an environmental education 
non-profit and resource center.  Some of 
their helpful recycling tips include:

• Lids on plastics should be reattached 
after emptying

• Containers labeled with recycling  
#6 cannot be recycled, which  
includes Solo cups and Styrofoam

• Some items that do not belong in 
recycling include juice pouches, 
tubes (e.g., toothpaste), gift tissue 
paper, cooking ware



driveway (as you face the 
road) and away from the 
edge of the street when 
shoveling the end of the driveway near 
the street.  If snow is on the other side, 
there is more snow for the plow to catch 
and spread into the driveway.  

• Do not shovel snow back into the 
streets.  This snow can cause ice patches 
that could put motorists at risk.

• Keep fire hydrants on your property 
clear of snow and ready for use in case 
of an emergency.  Please do your part to 
keep hydrants accessible this winter by 
clearing away a three-foot-wide perim-
eter around hydrants and clearing a path 
from the hydrant to the street. 
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FINANCE
 Effective rates for the Village of  
Woodridge for all water billed on, and 
after January 1, 2022, are as follows:

Water:  
$8.28 per 1,000 gallons

Sewer Maintenance Fee:  
$0.90 per 1,000 gallons

Capital Improvement Fee:  
$0.80 per 1,000 gallons

Fixed Maintenance Fee:  
varies by size of meter

For more information on water billing, 
please visit the Finance Department  
page on the Village website.

 Did you know that Public Works Road 
Maintenance Operations are responsible 
for 96 center lane miles of roads?  In addi-
tion to street sweeping, shoulder mainte-
nance, pavement patching, and crack-fill, 
snow plowing and de-icing are critical to 
having safe roadways.
 The Village’s snow plan is designed with 
residents in mind, with a specific focus on 
making roads passable and open for safe 
travel during and after a snowfall.  These 
operational details help guide the snow 
removal strategy:

• Snowplow drivers push snow from 
the center of a roadway towards 
the parkway.  As it is, the ends of the 
homeowner’s driveways are also in 
this location.  Trying to direct the 
plow away from each driveway as the 
plow passes is not manageable – there 
are well over 10,000 driveways in the 
Village – and it would result in the 
snow left in the street. 

• Crews will continue to plow and salt 
until snow operations are completed.

• On each street, multiple passes of the 
snowplow are needed in each direc-
tion to clear snow from the center of 

the roadway to the edge.  On passes 
near the edge, snow will come off the 
side of the plow into parkways and 
driveways.  

• Should your mailbox be knocked over, 
please contact Public Works for a 
temporary mailbox and the mailbox 
repair.

• Remove empty refuse containers 
from the curb as soon as possible to 
avoid contact with the snowplows.

• Public Works is committed to oper-
ating an efficient and cost-effective 
snow removal and ice control pro-
gram that utilizes proven technology 
to keep roadways safe.  

Snow Removal – How it Works

Helpful Snow Shoveling Tips

 The past two years have been difficult 
for many of us, especially financially.   
If you need help paying a water bill (or 
other costs), here are some resources 
you can reach out to:

Lisle Township:  
630-968-1183

Downers Grove Township:  
630-719-6610

Love Christian Clearing House:  
630-512-8665

DuPage County:  
630-407-6500

WATER BILLING –  
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

   Last year, Public Works staff drove 28,505 
miles on Village streets for snow removal. 
That distance is more than the circumfer-
ence of Earth at the equator!  As it is, the 
snow has to go somewhere when it is 
plowed off from the roadways.  A fre-
quently asked question is if the Village can 
plow the snow on the street so it does not 
end up in their driveway.  Though this is an 
understandable request, it is not possible 
to make this accommodation.  However, 
here are a few helpful tips that will help to 
minimize the amount of snow that comes 
off the plows and onto your driveway, as 
well as some tips to keep your home safe:

• Place the snow to the right of the 
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Woodridge Police Department Shares  
Package Theft Prevention Tips

 Packages left on doorsteps are easy tar-
gets for porch pirates – thieves that search 
for packages to steal from unsuspecting 
people’s porches.  In Woodridge, from Janu-
ary 1 – September 30, 2021, there were 14 
total package thefts.  Out of those 14 thefts, 
two of the packages contained goods valued 
at more than $500.  The holiday season is 
when porch pirates are the most active.  
If you see someone suspicious on your 
neighbor’s porch, please call 911, and we 
will investigate.  These are other helpful tips 
from the Woodridge Police Department to 
prevent package thefts. 

• Request a specific delivery date/time 
when you’ll be home

• Have packages delivered to the home  
of a relative or friend that you know 
will be home

• Leave specific instructions for delivery 
that include a location out of sight from 
the road or sidewalk

• Ask the shipper to hold a package at a 
pick-up facility

• Install a visible surveillance camera

If you catch a porch pirate in action, 
confronting the thief can be dangerous be-
cause the porch pirate may have a weapon 
or a hidden accomplice.  The Woodridge 
Police Department recommends calling 
911 if you witness a porch pirate in action. 
By being vigilant and taking precautions, we 
can all reduce package thefts this holiday 
season and beyond. 
 The Woodridge Police Department ap-
preciates you reading about crime preven-
tion tips to help maintain a safe community. 
It is important to be vigilant and aware 
of your surroundings to help prevent 
crime.  To demonstrate being attentive, the 
Woodridge Police Department invites you 
to play the “Focus Newsletter Scavenger 
Hunt.”  There is a hidden Woodridge Police 
Department patch pictured somewhere in 
this issue of the Focus.  When you find it, 
please email WPDadmin@woodridgeil.gov 
with the subject line “Focus Newsletter 
Scavenger Hunt” and include in the email 
the patch location.  You will receive an 
email with instructions about how to claim 
your prize.
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